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Some Memories of the Evangelical Church | 
In Ellendale 


Ellendale is mentioned in the Dakota Conference Jour- 
nals as early as 1894. It was then a part of a larger mis- 
sion field served by two preachers, Rev. A. Berreth and Rev. 
H. Michaeles. During this time several different pastors 
served this field. Some of these of which we have a record 
are Rey. E. Helmer in 1895; Rev. C. A. Bremer 1896. Sev- 
eral which we do not have the exact year they served are: 
Rev. John Booth, Rey. F. F. Schaeffer, Rev. G. E. Bohner, 
Rey. A. H. Sodner, Rev. John Fischer, Rev. Charles Zech. 


In 1907 Rev. Brockmueller and Rev. H. Ritter served 
from Aberdeen; in 1908 Rev. Teichman served occasionally. 
These men came from some distance and often stayed in 
the homes of the members overnight or for a meal. Many 
fond memories of the fellowship of those times are found 
in the hearts and minds of the older members of our church. 


Our Beginning 


The first record we have of church organization was on April 30th, 1899; with William Blum- 
er, Daniel Wagner, and Adam Schook were elected trustees. The church was built in the summer 
of 98. The building was 22x13x12 and cost $425 beside the work of the members. On the 18th of 
May, 1899, this church was dedicated by Bishop Thomas Bauman and called the “Immmanuels 
Congregation of the Evangelical Church of North America.” Since the church was debt free an 
offering was taken, the proceeds of which was to be paid on an organ, the amount was $93. 


Some of the members of that day who labored to keep the church active in spite of the lack 
of a steady minister and other setbacks were Mr. and Mrs. Adam Schook, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Schmidt, Mrs. Fred Rittmiller, and Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schmierer. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/trinityevangelicOOtrin 


My Experience in the Ellendale Field 


By Mrs. Happel 


In our 4th year, 1911, on the Ashley Field, Rev. G. Thiele in Kulm invited me to help him in 
a Revival Meeting and I went there for one week. After one evening meeting. when we came to 
the Parsonage, Mr. Michael Schmierer from Ellendale came in and he asked me saying: “We have 
a church in Ellendale that has been locked for 4 years, could you come and hold a meeting for us. 


° 


I would pay the expenses and we will clean the church.” I told him I would write to the Presiding 
Elder, Rey. C. Oertli in Aberdeen, (North and South Dakota still one conference at that time) and 
if he would be in favor, I would let them know. Rev. Oertli then wrote to me: Yes we have a 
church in Ellendale being locked 4 years, but if you will go there and see what you can do to gather 
some people again, we will open it. So I wrote to Mr. Schmierer I would come on such a Sunday 
and hold a meeting for them. When I came there, the church was clean and filled with folks, 
morning and afternoon. In the close of the mecting, I asked them, whether they wished me to 
come again, and all agreed with yes. Then I to!d them, when I came again I will stay 2 weeks 
and we will have meetings every evening. They were in favor with this too and I arranged 
then for that meeting. Right from the start of these meetings the church was filled and souls came 
under conviction of their lost condition and need of a Saviour. God blessed his word, which 
fell on good ground in hungry hearts and many accepted Christ and were saved and the number 
grew daily. By the end of the 2 weeks quite a number then wished to join our church and become 
members. Also they wished to organize and have a communion service. I wrote to Rev. Oertli 
and asked him to come and lead the organization and close the meetings with a communion 
meeting. He came and took the meeting in his hands and so Ellendale became a congregation 
again and by the next conference in 1912, we were sent to Ellendale and served there till 1914. 
Ellendale has functioned well and has given the Evangelical United Brethren Church two preachers, 
Rey. Martin, Supt. and Henry Vix. I now congratulate the Ellendale church to its 50th anniver- 


sary and wish its Gods Blessings in the future. 


a 


A. K. Happel 


The above article is an exact copy of a It was at this time that the Hillius, Gerling, 
letter received by our committe from Mrs. Bauders and Vix families joined. Also, as 
Happel who lives at the present time in she has already mentioned, the church had 
Minot. She is remembered with much love been closed for some time because many of 
by many members of our church. Among the families had moved from Ellendale, 
the “quite a number” she mentioned who therefore much credit is given her in her 
asked and were accepted as members at that revival work. Since this revival the church 


time are some of our most loyal members. has been in constant operation. 
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Fred Rittmiller Family 


Jacob Schmidt Family 


Days of Spiritual Fellowship 


Following Rev. Happel on this field, Rev. A. Oertli of Lidger- 
wood served from 1916 through 1917. The years of 1918 to 
1924 the field was without a pastor. At this time ministers from 
neighboring fields often held services. Among these was Rey. 
Robert Strutz, the father of our present pastor, who was then 
stationed at Jamestown. In the year 1924 Rey. Brockmueller 
held services. At the end of the two weeks the Holy Spirit was 
so manifest that the congregation asked that the meetings be 
continued. Rev. Brockmueller was unable to stay and Rey. 
Robert Strutz held two more weeks of meetings. Many of our 
present members were converted at this time. These meetings 


stand out as a Mountain Top Experience in the memories of 


our church. 


Rev. Robert Strutz 


This is a picture of a working group who helped 
Rev. Hirning when he moved on to this field. At 
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this time there was no parsonage on the field. The 
Hirnings lived in the Adam Schook house. 
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24 A group who gathered at the Bleige home. The 
A families represented are the Vixes, Hilliuses, Ger- 


lings and Bleiges. 


The above pictures represent the close fellow- 
ship which united the members of our church at 
this period in our past. It is this fellowship and 
their abiding faith that kept the church active 
through some very trying times. 

The Mission Band of the early 1930’s. It was or- 
ganized when Rev. Felberg was serving our 
church. Miss Anna Vix was the leader, Mrs. Agte 
was the advisor from the Missionary Society. They 
met once a month on Sunday afternoon. Some of 
the members of that time were Roy, Ruth, Milton. 
Marjorie Agte, Lillian Hillius, Laverna Heckelsmiller, He’en, Eunice Walker, Justine Heckman, Alice, Wilma 
Motts, Reuben, Orvlile Gehring, Harry, Ralph Vix. 


> 7 


The Sunday School 


Mr. and Mrs. John Hillius, Lillian and Theo- 
dore. Mr. Hillius was our Sunday School sup- 
erintendent for many years and is still a faith- 
ful member of our Sunday School and Church. 


A Sunday School Class of 1923. Back row: 


Emil Bleige, Ruth Vix, Alma Bleige (the teach- 
er), Mike Bleige. Front row: Ralph Vix, Lil- 
lian Hillius, Harry Vix, Adele Bleige. 


During the years that Ellendale was without a resident pastor the Sunday School continued 
through the steady work of the fathers and mothers. As we who work on this book gather the 
material of this period of the Ellendale fields history, we are impressed by the number of cap- 
able members in the church, And as Gods word has told us “by thy fruits art thou known” so 
the fruits of these years show us the consecration of these who labored here. Many of those who 
were the youth of that day are active, consecrated followers of God today. 


Our Leaque 


During the years that Rev. Hirning was here, 1925-1926, two groups of the Evangelical 
League were organized, a Junior and a Senior League. All the records weren’t found but from 
what we have we made these notes. Karl Hirning was elected President of the Junior League 
and August Martin president of the Senior League at their organization. Later these two organi- 
zations were united and became one of the most active organizations in the history of our 
church. 

While Rev. Schindler was here, 1932-1935, many musical and dramatic groups were organ- 
ized. The Mens’ Quartet was made up of Theodore and Fred Hillius, Rev. Schindler, and Henry 
Vix. The Ladies Quartet was Ruth and Anna Vix, Anetta and Esther Schindler. 


In the spring of 1934 a play was given. It was entitled “The Old Fashioned Mother”, and 
directed by Miss M. Onsrud of the Public School Faculty. It was given 5 times, twice In Ellen- 


Some of the Musical Groups of the Leaque 


Mens Quartet in 1932 and 1933 composed Theodore 
Hillius, Fred Hillius, Rev. Schindler and Henry Vix. 


abaya tga 


Ladies Quarttet 1933 to 1934 composed of Anna Vix, 
Ruth Vix, Aneta Schindler, Esther Schindler. 


Mens Quartet in 1936 composed of Theodore Hillius, 
Ralph Vix, Harry Vix, Henry Vix. 


dale, once in Forbes, once in Ashley and once in Wishek, 


In a letter we received from Mrs. John Fischer she spoke of the League in this way. “One 
of the outstanding things during our stay in Ellendale, 1927 to 1931, was our active Christian 
League of that time. Our League was the outstanding League of Ellendale. Out of that League 
are five in active Christian service today. They are: 

Rev. Walter Erbele, Missionary in Africa. 

Herbert Erbele, student at the Evangelical Theological Seminary at Naperville, Ill. 

Henry Vix, student at the Western School of Evangelism at Jennings Lodge, Ore. 

Rev. August Martin, Conf. Supt. of the Fargo Dist. of the E. U. B. church. 


Mrs. Helen Fischer Martin, wife of Rev. A. G. Martin. 


In later years several others who were active in League work are now in active Christian 
Service. 


Mrs. Esther Schindler Gruenich, the wife of Rev. S. Gruenich. 


o c c oo 
Or ce on. 


Mrs. Viola Voegeli Elmer, wife of Rey. W. D. Elmer. 
Mrs. Helen Voegeli Vix, wife of Rev. Henry Vix. 


This League was in continuous operation from its organization in 1925 until 1942 when 
the departure of most of our youth into the Armed Services or tasks in different fields of defense 
work. At the present time an Adult Christian Endeavor League has been organized. The officers 
of this group are Pres., Mrs. Herbert Miller, Vice Pres., Mrs. Reynold Bollinger, Sec., Mrs. A. J. 
Gruenich, Treas., Mr. Reynold Bollinger. The membership at the present time is 20. 


Cast of the Old Fash- 


ioned Mother. 


Left to right: Geo. Kuch, 
Wm. Combellick, Olga 
Gehring, Miss Onsrud 
(the director), Aneta 
Schindler, Herbert Erbele 
(seated), Albert Kranzler, 
Henry Vix, Harley Ket- 
terling, Rose Becker, An- 
na Hartman, Ruth Vix. 


The League Picnic held in the early spring 
was always a memorable time. Baseball or Kit- 
tenball was the general activity of the picnic, 
followed by a picnic dinner around a campfire, 
and closed with the singing of well known chor- 
uses or hymns. This is a group from one of the 
later Leagues at a picnic at Webers Gulch in 
the spring of 1941. 


REY, A. G. MARTIN E. W. PRAETORIUS, D. D. 
Conference Superintendent Bishop 


The present church has a membership of 86. The Class leader is Mr. Herbert Miller. His 
assistant is Mr. Johnson. During the last summer (1948) the Sunday evening services were com- 
bined with our sister field in Forbes. One Sunday evening we met in Forbes with Ellendale fur- 
nishing the musical numbers and the next Sunday evening in Ellendale with Forbes furnishing 
the music. Much fine fellowship was had in this manner. The present trustees are Mr. Ferdin- 
and Pahl and Mr. Miller. 


Our Sunday School has a membership of 100. [t has a Junior and Senior Dept. The children 
under 12 vears of age meet in the basement in four different classes with Mrs. A. J. Gruenich, Mrs. 
R. Bollinger, Mrs. Mack, and Mrs. Vix as teachers. The Senior group meets upstairs in the church 
auditorium with Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Miller as teachers. The Sunday School Supt. is Mrs. R. Mar- 
tin; the assistant is Mrs. A. T. Johnson, secretary is Mrs. Herbert Miller and the treasurer is Mrs. 
Margaret Mack. | 


The different organizations of the church are: the Brotherhood, whose, membership is made up 
of the men of this field and Forbes, the W.S. W. S. with membership of 17, an Adult Christian 
Endeavor League with 20 members, the Mission Band with 12 members, and a Little Herald group 


with 20 enrolled. 


As we enter our 50th year we have become a self supporting church, as up until this time 
Ellendale-Forbes has been a Mission field. There are two new churches on this field completed 
during this last seven years. A newly redecorated parsonage located next to the church. In spite 
of these many large improvements in the last years we go into this Conference year free of debt. 
In this way we see God has been very good to our field and great is our thankfulness to him. 


For several vears there had been a need felt for a larger place of worship. However no ac- 
tive interest was really taken until our conference was able to get an unused church building at 
Adrian which they bought for us and which we had moved to Ellendale. Because of the war 


many problems arose in obtaining material. However with work and prayer the church was 
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Men Now in Active Christian Service Who Were 


Once Workers in Our Leaque 


ber of our League who is now a 


| 

i 

| 

| Walter Erbele, an active mem- 
| 

| Mit ne ; 3 

| missionary in Africa. 


August Martin, the first presi- 
dent of the Ellendale Christian 
Endeavor League. Now Cont. 
Supt. of the Fargo Dist. of the E. 
J. B. church. 


Henry Vix active in the League Rev. J. W. Schindler, who while | 
for 13 years is now a student pas- serving this field was very active 
tor on the west coast. in League work. He is now Conf. 


Supt. of the Bismarck Dist. of the 
EeeUa.Bs Chureh: 


It was the wish of the Comm. to have pictures of all the pastors of the field but we were 


unable to obtain many of them. Therefore we will list those who served here in later years. Rev. 


Fischer was here 1927-1931 and during this period the first parsonage was purchased by the Con- 
ference for this field. From 1931 to 1932 Rev. Felberg served this field from Kulm, where he was 
stationed at that time. Many remember this time as the period when the W. M. S. and Mission 
Band took an important part in the annual Rally held that year in Kulm. Rey. Schindler, who 
served 1932 to 1935, is now the Conf. Supt. of the Bismarck Dist. This was a time of great activity 
in the League especially in the dramatic and musical field. In 1935 Rev. Thiele served here with 
all the activities of the church going forward. Rey. Elmer came to this field in 1938. The League 


-at this time held many interesting projects. Many students of the N. I. who were members of our 


church in some other field were very active in the League. Rev. Leon Kuch followed next on this 
field. He*was a student in Jamestown and served this field as student pastor. This was also the 
situation the next year when Rey. David Graff served this field from Jamestown. In 1942 the pres- 


| ‘ 
ent pastor Rev. R. H. Strut, came. 


REV. LEON KUCH 
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REV. W. D. ELMER REV. OTTO FELBERG 
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Junior Sunday School 1948 


completed and on Oct. 29, 1944, was dedicated by Bishop E. W. Praetorius and called the Trinity 
Evangelical church. Also taking part in these Dedication Services were Rey. A. G. Martin, Rey. A. 
W. Heidinger, and Rev. C. F. Strutz. Four years later in the spring of 1948 the last payments 
were made, so that at this time we worship our Lord in our debt free church. 


In the spring of 1948 we found that we would be able to purchase the residence just south of 
the church for our parsonage. After considering the advantages of this new location and obtain- 
ing the consent of Conference this purchase was made. On Oct. 3, 1948, this building was dedi- 
cated debt free. The dedication service was conducted by Rev. A. G. Martin. 


Ellendale has had its Mountain Top and its Valley experiences in these past fifty years. We 
who have worked together in gathering the material for this little booklet have been impressed 
with the evidence in this history of Gods faithfulness to his people as they labor for his cause. 
As we look to the future, we do it trusting God that the pages to be written will be worthy of the 
past and be a testimony to Gods power to work through consecrated lives. 


WE Ve Re tees ERULZ 
Our Present Pastor 


THE NEW CHURCH 
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THE FIRST PARSONAGE THE PRESENT PARSONAGE 
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